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¢ t d around, chaﬂng nervously. They knew what to expect,
but they were still apprehensive.
~ Then the chatter stopped. They put on their chemical gear and walked
inous chamber. The door shut and sealed tightly behind them. Now they
d and identify the deadly chemicals within.
n an hour later, all the Airmen filed out of the chamber.
diness Airmen were students at the Chemical Defense Training Facility at
ard Wood, Mo. They trained in a “live” chemical environment as part of

~ “These are real nerve agents,” readiness technician Tech. Sgt. James Smith said.
“The consequences, if someone is exposed, are real as well. This is not just some ba-
sic training gas chamber.”

Although the Army maintains it, the chamber is a joint training facility. Air Force,

y, Navy and Marine instructors p; e the training. International students and
ctors also go through the coursetcall regular basis.

For the Air Force, this chamber exercise is the culmination of a two-week, crafts-
man-level course that includes classroom and field training for readiness technicians.
These instructors provide nuclear, biological and chemical training to Airmen via
hands-on and classroom instruction. The training is mandatory for all Airmen, espe-
cially for those deploying.

The chemical training takes place in a sealed chamber within the CDTE. Each stu-
dent receives training on all the equipment. Students also receive a long list of regu-
lations that pertain to safety and chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear train-
ing before he or she enters the chamber — safety is the number one priority.

“Safety here can mean the difference between life and death,” said Army Sgt. 1st
Class George Young, CDTF operations non-commissioned office tress that to
the cadre. Everyone is a safety officer inside the chamber. If we tion that we
deem unsafe, we stop that action.”
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